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(54) FUEL CELL 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To increase power generation efficiency and to 
prevent the coagulation of an electrode catalyst by installing 
an inflamable gas combustion burner and an electric heater 
using energy produced by self power generation as a heating 
device of a reformer. 

CONSTITUTION: An inflamable gas combustion burner 7 
and an electric heater 15 for heating a reformer 2 are installed 
in appropriate locations in the reformer 2. If an outside 
electrical load 17 is small and cell voltage is high, electric 
energy produced in a cell main body 4 is used to operate an 
electric heater 15 for heating the reformer 2 through a line 16 
as an inside electrical load. The temperature of the reformer is 
raised and the reforming performance of the reformer is 
increased. The amount of combustion gas used in the 
inflamable gas combustion burner 7 for heating the reformer is 
decreased. Thereby, drop in power generation efficiency is 
retarded and the coagulation of an electrode catalyst caused by 
increase in cell voltage is prevented. 
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